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there .
Well, about five years ago she took the

subway both ways. And one day, before our
class, it was one of the windiest days, and if
you know the subway stop at 72nd and
Broadway, it can really create a funnel . So
I'm with Charlotte, and a gust of wind came,
and I thought, "It's going to blow her over ."
And instead, she rose up a little bit, smiled,
and said, "How exhilarating!"

I had often told her that I most appreciated
her resilience. That she could be present for
something, and leave it . And then give herself
to something else . And she said she was glad
to hear that, but added, and this I quote : "I
think that trying to feel what is needed in a sit-
uation is an attitude, one of asking ourselves,
`how can I help in this particular case?' And
then that brings up the great link between gen-
eral semantics and sensory awareness, in that,
we don't identify something that has happened
in the past with what is happening now--we're
treating each situation as new ."

She went on, when we were talking, and
gave me one of her quotations that was a
favorite of hers because it represents the atti-
tude of always being ready for something new .

Concerning Gertrude Stein, at a time when
Gertrude Stein was considering whether she
should give up her old way of seeing things,
she said of herself, and I quote : "So then I said
I would begin again . I would not know about
everything what I know about anything . And
so it was necessary to let come what would
happen to come ." That was the quote from
Gertrude Stein .

Charlotte went on to comment on that, and
she said, "I love that . I would begin again ."

Here was this woman who had done so
much, had written so much, had so many
memories, saying to herself, "So then I said, I
would begin again ."

Charlotte then went on, "This involves not
going around with preconceived ideas, because
you used to do something one way two years
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ago-five, ten, fifteen years ago-should you
go on doing it the same way now? Doing some-
thing because that's the way you've done it
always. That's the way your mother, or your
grandmother did it . The question is `how best
can I function now,' and have this attitude of
always being ready to begin again . And let
come what happens to come ."

I feel Charlotte as a very powerful presence
in my life . I feel those questions . You know,
"How can I help, in this particular case?" And
beginning again .
Jeff Mordkowitz: Thank you, Louise .

Some of what Louise spoke about you can
read in that newsletter article that Louise inter-
viewed Charlotte for . And her writings and her
conversation were recorded wonderfully in
there . Also, at the Sensory Awareness
Foundation, we have more of Charlotte speak-
ing during that interview .

Steve, do you want to come up?
Steve Stockdale: Hi, my name is Steve
Stockdale, from Fort Worth, Texas .

I didn't meet Charlotte until 1994. I'm a
relative late-comer to things ; but I met her
through general semantics at a seminar work-
shop .

I was privileged this last fall to actually
work for Charlotte on behalf of the Institute,
with the Institute's archives over in New
Jersey. And so I spent about ten weeks here,
and once a week I would come into the city to
Charlotte's apartment, to more or less get
instruction for what to do and how to do with
respect to the archives . And I had some ques-
tions about things .

One of the items that I found about
Korzybski in some correspondence is he used
to use this phrase in corresponding with peo-
ple, and referred to the "semantic family" .
And I never saw him write anything for publi-
cation about that, because I can only imagine
the types of inferences that people might make .

But I asked Charlotte about this . And she
kind of smiled and reflected on it, and said,
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"Yes, I remember he liked the feel of the
phrase. He liked the feel of people who come
to the work, and feel of the semantic family ."

And that came to mind, because what I
wanted to do was to talk about the sense of
Charlotte from my perspective, even though
there was an age difference ; that is, what I
would look at is like the big sister of the
semantic family .

Irving Lee gave a talk in 1951 at a confer-
ence in general semantics, and he entitled it the
semantic man . And it was his idea to list about
thirteen or fourteen attributes, if they sub-
scribed to and followed general semantics, they
would exhibit these characteristics .

It was too many to summarize, but of course
the point would be that Charlotte would have
embodied each of those .

But I did want to close with the way that
Irving Lee closed his talk . And that was from
quoting from a book by Constantine Stanis-
lavski, who would be considered as the forefa-
ther of the school of acting which would be
referred to as method acting . But he has this
book called building a character . And at the
end of the book, one of his students questions
the master teacher, and the student says, "Oh,
but how hard it all is, how are we ever going
to achieve that? How can we ever take it all
in?"

And as I read the response of the teacher, I
would like for you to think about these words
in the context of general semantics, or sensory
awareness, or whatever you would put in the
very broadest sense of being human behavior
or acting .

The teacher responds with these words :
Those are the doubting reactions of
impetuous youth . Today, you learn some-
thing . Tomorrow you think you can
already be letter perfect in technique, but
the system is not a hand-me-down suit
that you can put on and walk off in-or a
cookbook where all you have to do is find
the page, and there's your recipe . No, the
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system is a whole way of life . You have to
grow into it, and educate yourself in it, for
years. You cannot cram it into yourselves,
you can only hope to assimilate it, take it
into your blood and flesh until it becomes
second nature and so organic as part of
your being that you are transformed by it
for all time .

It is a system that must be studied in
parts, and then merged into a whole, so
that it can be understood in all its funda-
mentals . When you can spread it all out
before you like a fan, you will have
attained a true grasp of it . You cannot
hope to do this all at once .
I hope you would agree, or I hope Charlotte

would agree, that whatever she learned, she
did not learn all at once . And I hope that you
would agree that she did indeed obtain a true
grasp of these systems that she affectionately
referred to as "the work" . And in spreading
out her fan in such a way as to allow all of us
to take a peek, she's left a legacy that ought to
temper our own impetuousness, and help us
assimilate for ourselves the work .
Jeff Mordkowitz: Steve maintains and active-
ly works with the archives of the Institute of
General Semantics, and he kindly put together
pictures of Charlotte throughout the years, and
pictures of Charlotte at Institute seminars
which Charlotte and others participated in. So
please enjoy looking at the photo album .

I'd like to read something from Bruce
Kodish, husband of Susan Kodish. He also has
taught at Institute workshops, and had his life
changed by Charlotte .
Bruce Kodish : Thank you, dear Charlotte, for
your guidance and love. I can't think of any
more adaptable person I have known . "'Tis as
'tis", you said, not using the `is' of identity . I
work to remember that, and remember your
example of living it .

You taught me to become more present . To
ask, what is needed here? To come into contact
with the silent, unspeakable, unlabeled world .
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